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STALES   (RIGHT)  WITH MARSHAL \OROSHILOV
Marshal \oroshilov was an old colleague of Stalin in civil war days and is
now a member of the supreme State Defence Council
for an attack on U S S R  as well as for occupying at any
rate Lithuania and Latvia at an early date
When Poland collapsed in September 1939, and there
was danger of the country being completely overrun by
Germany, Soviet troops proceeded to occupy the eastern
part of Poland up to the river Bug and the nver San In
October and November the U S S R made Pacts of Mutual
Assistance with Esthoma, Latvia and Lithuania Arrange-
ments were made for Soviet garrisons to occupy certain
naval bases on the coast at the mouth of the gulf which
forms the approach to Leningrad and to the Soviet naval
base of Kronstadt In the following summer, after new
elections had taken place in these countries, the three
republics joined the U S S R As regards Finland, the
USSR in the winter of 1939-40 presented proposals for
a revision of the frontier north of Leningrad and for the
lease of the promontory of Hango as a naval base at the end
of the gulf joining Leningrad to the Baltic Sea Finland